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FRENCH DONATION TO WFP OPERATIONS  

HELPS FOOD INSECURE AFGHANS 
 
KABUL - The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) today welcomed a US$2 
million (Euro 1.6 million) donation from France for its operations in Afghanistan.  The funds 
will be used to provide 45,700 food insecure Afghans with 2,750 tons of food, including 
wheat, oil, pulses and salt. 
 
“WFP is extremely grateful for France’s timely contribution.  This donation ensures that food 
reaches vulnerable people in food insecure areas of the country at one of the most critical 
times of the year,” said Stefano Porretti, WFP Representative in Afghanistan. 
 
The French contribution will go towards WFP’s Food for Work (FFW) activities which create 
employment opportunities for vulnerable Afghans. FFW, one of WFP’s major initiatives in 
Afghanistan, provides food as an incentive to assist community self-help initiatives in food 
insecure areas and supports households and communities in their efforts to create assets which 
will enhance their livelihoods. 
 
Afghanistan is one of the most challenging countries in terms of delivery and distribution of 
humanitarian assistance. This rugged, landlocked country remains one of the poorest in the 
world, with more than half the population - estimated at more than 26 million people - living 
below the poverty line.  Food insecurity is widespread and families are unable to meet their 
nutritional needs.  
 
This is the second contribution from the Government of France in 2008. The first contribution 
of US$3.1 million (Euro 2 million) was made in June 2008. France has now provided the 
operation a total of USD 7.2 million (Euro 5 million). 
   
 

#                             #                                 # 
 
Donors to WFP’s current Protracted Relief and Recovery Operation in Afghanistan include: 
the United States (US$304 million), the UN Central Emergency Response Fund – CERF 
(US$36 million), Canada (US$47 million), India (US$36 million), Japan (US$21 million), the 
Netherlands (US$18 million), Germany (US$7.9), Italy (US$6.4 million), France (US$7.2), 
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Switzerland (US$5 million), the Russian Federation (US$3 million), the European 
Commission (US$3 million), Luxembourg (US$3 million), Saudi Arabia (US$ 3.7 million), 
Belgium (US$ 3 million), and several others. 
 
 
WFP is the world's largest humanitarian agency and the UN’s frontline agency for hunger solutions. In 
2009, WFP aims to feed around 100 million people in 77 countries. 
 
WFP now provides RSS feeds to help journalists keep up with the latest press releases, videos and 
photos as they are published on WFP.org. For more details see: http://www.wfp.org/english/?n=999.   
 
 
For more information please contact (email address: firstname.lastname@wfp.org): 
Susannah Nicol, WFP Kabul, Tel + 93 (0) 797 66 2116, email: Susannah.Nicol@wfp.org 
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