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This year, France will be focusing its efforts on debate and renewal. The 
European election and the G7 are more opportunities for France and its 
citizens to discuss key issues. The exchange of ideas is part of our heritage 
and the embassy would like more than ever to serve as a forum for debate 
and intellectual encounters.

Throughout the year, the embassy will continue to reflect these fundamental 
values through its events. 

On Thursday, January 31, 2019, the Night of Ideas, provided an opportunity 
to discover what’s new in the field of knowledge and the arts through talks 
and performances by today’s leading thinkers and creators who contribute 
new ideas to their fields. 

The Embassy of France in the United States 
Celebrates the Year of Debates and Ideas



The Embassy of France 
in Washington, D.C.

A unique embassy that hosts exceptional events  
Located on the edge of Washington’s historic Georgetown neighborhood, the Embassy 
of France in the United States has housed France’s diplomatic mission since 1980. 
It is one of France’s largest embassies in terms of both the number of employees and 
activities, a reflection of the historic ties between our two countries, their shared values, 
and their close strategic relationship. The Embassy of France hosts more than 150,000 
guests and 150 events every year. 

Values shared with our partners
The embassy’s activities reflect three key values: vitality, innovation and excellence. 
Its values are communicated through all of the events hosted by the embassy every 
year, in our renowned Maison Française and at the French ambassador’s residence. 
La Maison Française, in collaboration with businesses, NGOs, national and international 
organizations, hosts galas, conferences, networking workshops, discussion panels, 
concerts, and film screenings attended by an ever-increasing number of guests.  

This forum for discussion and intellectual encounters helps promote France and 
contributes to its diplomatic, economic and cultural standing in the United States.  
However, all of these events would not be possible without the financial contribution and 
unfailing support of companies that share the same values and the same commitment to 
excellence as the embassy. 
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La Maison
Française
W a s h i n g t o n, D.C .



Bastille Day

A celebration 
at the Embassy 

of France attended 
by more than 

2,000 guests 
Every year, on July 14, the 

Embassy of France invites 
more than 2,000 people 
to celebrate our national 

holiday, Bastille Day. 
Guests can celebrate 

alongside the ambassador 
at this festive event. 

A special reception 
hosted by the 
French Ambassador 
at his residence 
The Ambassador of France hosts more than 
300 guests at his residence in Kalorama. 
This event offers an opportunity to celebrate 
French culture in one of Washington’s most 
luxurious Tudor revival mansions. The reception 
brings together key figures in government, 
business and society.
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EU Open House

An event hosted by 28 embassies 
in Washington, D.C. on May 11, 2019 
The French Embassy is proud to take part in the annual European Union Open 
House event, when the embassies of the EU’s 28 member states open their doors 
to more than 110,000 people to promote the diversity of European culture. 

An event that attracts more than 9,000 visitors 
in partnership with the German Embassy.
In 2019, the Embassies of France and Germany will co-host this event—one of the year’s most 
important in terms of its educational value and outreach—on the grounds of the German Embassy.
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Thematic Film Programs 

The Cinémathèque Française series offers thematic 
film programs to movie buffs in the nation’s capital, with 
screenings twice a month, showcasing both timeless 
classic and contemporary French cinema. 

Music Programs 

The Embassy partners with several cultural institutions 
including Young Concert Artists and the DC Jazz Festival. 

Sport: FIFA Women’s 
World Cup 2019

Following France’s victory in the 2018 World Cup, it’s now 
the turn of France’s female team to defend our nation’s 
colors from June 7 to July 7, 2019! The embassy is proud to 
support this very special event and will host a live screening 
of the first match. 
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Promotion of French and 
American cultural exchange 



The Embassy of France serves as a community hub for meetings, exchanges and dialogue and 
provides support to nonprofit organizations that contribute to worthy causes. The conferences 
and events hosted by the embassy are not just for French and American audiences but for the 
Washington community as a whole. 

2019 French Series  

Every year since 2016, the French Series has 
brought together leading French and American 
journalists, think thank experts and scholars to 
share their expertise and analysis of contem-
porary social and foreign policy issues through 
six exceptional conferences. 

2019 French-American 
Climate Talks: Biodiversity

The French Embassy hosts high-
profile scientific events address-
ing major societal challenges. The 
French-American Climate Talks 
is a series of conferences aimed 
at exchanging best practices on 
reducing and mitigating global 
warning. This year, the talks will 
focus on the issue of biodiversity. 

Highlighting Debates 
and Worthy Causes

A
GT BC
D
S L
F

Y



A unique opportunity 
for your company to reach 
an international audience

 Supporting this series of popular events is a unique way for your company 
to boost its visibility. At these events, diplomacy and the French entrepre-
neurial spirit are one and the same; our partners foster and reflect France’s 
presence in the U.S. and its reputation for excellence.

 Becoming an active sponsor of the French Embassy in Washington allows 
you to affiliate your company with globally renowned events.

 The wide variety of Embassy events will help you reach a broad audience 
including international businesses, and organizations.

 Our events receive wide coverage in the American and French press, 
on social networks, and by word of mouth. By supporting them, you too can 
benefit from the positive social image they generate.
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Your Chance to Take Part 
in France’s Outreach Efforts



A flexible partnership
There are two ways to become an official business partner 
of the Embassy of France in Washington:

 Through direct financial contributions ranging 
from $5,000 to $15,000.

 Through contributions in kind: food, beverages 
or equipment for one or several events.

There are numerous benefits to becoming a major year-round sponsor:

 VIP invitations to all events, with special invitations  
for you and your guests to events at the French Residence.

 Continuous visibility: your logo on our advertisements 
and on our website, related banners and videos in the 
press and on our website.

 Specially dedicated spaces and dedicated entrance 
for your company at our events.

 Access to La Maison Française for your events, 
a multi-use space of 1,597 m², with an impressive 
285-seat auditorium.

 Opportunity to work with Le Café Descartes, offering you 
and your guests a customized fine dining experience 
that showcases classic and creative French culinary traditions.

For more information, please contact: Marie-Hélène Zavala
Tel.: (202) 944-6192    Email: marie-helene.zavala@diplomatie.gouv.fr

Your Chance to Take Part 
in France’s Outreach Efforts


