
Solar Tech Tour 2011 

The Solar Tech Tour 2011 brings together a delegation of 10 French photovoltaic energy experts working 

in the field of photovoltaic systems; researchers from academia and industry, start-ups and governmental 

agency representatives. Three topics of interest have been selected. 

1. Financing mechanisms for research, and innovation best practices in the U.S.  

2. Scientific research in photovoltaic systems  

3. From research to business  

 

French Attendees 

 
CEA : The French Alternative Energies & Atomic Energy Commission, a public body, is active in four 

areas: low-carbon energies, defense & security, information technologies and health technologies.  

 
INES : INES is the first French and one of the first European centers dedicated to research, innovation 

and training on solar energy, in operation since 2006. 

 

CNRS : The publicly-funded Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique (National Center for Scientific 
Research) was founded in 1939 and is the largest fundamental research organization in Europe. 

 

IRDEP : IRDEP's activity is focused on photovoltaics and it contributes to the development of the PV 
modules technology at a low production cost, promoting PV as a part of the future energy mix.  

 

EDF R&D : EDF is the world’s leading nuclear energy company, with a worldwide workforce of 158,842 
people. One of its subsidiaries, EDF EN, is the parent company for the California-based EnXco. 

 

Total : Total is among the world's largest energy companies, active in more than 130 countries. It has 
93,000 employees. The Group also develops renewable energy, particularly solar and biomass. 

  

St. Gobain : Saint-Gobain designs, produces and distributes building materials, with revenues of 40 
billion euros for 2010. Saint-Gobain Solar supplies a full product range for the solar industry. 

 

MPO : MPO develops integrated solutions for the cultural property and IT markets. MP specializes in 
media customization, packaging design and printing, distribution logistics and digital solutions.  

 

PhotoFuel : PhotoFuel provides optically innovative materials for photovoltaics and photosynthesis. 
Their technology enables optimized productivity of all sunlight-dependant industrial processes.  

 

Heliotrop : Since 2009, Heliotrop produces high-concentration photovoltaic modules (HCPV) and high 
efficiency solar triple junction cells, which nearly doubles the efficiency of traditional PV systems.  

 

Exosun : EXOSUN builds utility-scale ground-mounted photovoltaic plants and provides solutions to 
the production cycle of large-scale solar plants: design, development, construction, maintenance. 

 

Centre d'Analyse Stratégique : The Centre d’analyse stratégique (CAS) has since 2006 helped the 
government define and implement its economic, social, environmental and cultural policies.  

 


