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President Nicolas Sarkozy Makes First Official Visit to the United States
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President of the French Republic Nicolas Sarkozy
that "the entire world felt admiration for the courage
traveled to Washington, D.C., on November 6 and 7
of the American people. And from day one, France
for his first official presidential visit to the United
decided to participate shoulder to shoulder with you
States since taking office in May. The visit underin the war in Afghanistan. Let me tell you solemnly
scored the centuries-old friendship between France
today: France will remain engaged in Afghanistan as
and the U.S., an alliance which is based on the shared
long as it takes."
common values of freedom and democracy, in the
Shifting his focus to the Middle East, President
context of a renewed transatlantic relationship.
Sarkozy asserted that France and the U.S. must help
President Sarkozy was accompanied by several highthe people of the Middle East find the path of peace
level French officials, including: Minister of Foreign
and security. He emphasized the importance of bringand European Affairs Bernard Kouchner; Minister
ing peace and security to Israel and the rest of the
for the Economy, Finance, and Employment
region through the creation of a Palestinian state. Mr.
Christine Lagarde; Garde des Sceaux (Keeper of the
Sarkozy also cited success in Libya and progress
Seals), Minister of Justice Rachida Dati; and Minister
underway in North Korea as examples that demonof State for Foreign Affairs and Human Rights Rama
strate that proliferation is not inevitable. On the subPresident Nicolas Sarkozy addressed Congress
Yade.
ject of Iran, the president stated, "The prospect of an
on November 7.
During his stay in the nation's capital, the
Iran armed with nuclear weapons is unacceptable. The
French president met with the French-American Business Council, French Iranian people are a great people. It deserves better than the increased sanctions
expatriates, the Appeal of Conscience Coalition, representatives of the Jewish- and growing isolation to which its leaders condemn it. Iran must be convinced
American community, as well as with Washington mayor Adrian Fenty and to choose cooperation, dialogue and openness."
President Bush. In addition, President Sarkozy was the guest of honor at a
Beyond security, Sarkozy called on the U.S. to take a leading role in the fight
White House dinner. He also took the opportunity to honor American WWII against global warming: "this fight is essential for the future of humanity, and we
veterans (see page "Special Edition" section).
will not be able to achieve the results that we must achieve without America leadIn 1824 the Marquis de Lafayette became the first foreigner to speak to the ing this fight for the safeguarding of our
joint chambers of Congress. In the same spirit of the French-American friendship planet, of humankind, of the human
that Lafayette embodies, President Sarkozy addressed Congress on November 7, species. We need America in order to promaking him the eigth French president or dignitary to do so.
tect our planet and its environment."
President Sarkozy outlined the long-standing history of Franco-American
Concluding his remarks with the convic- 2 Current Events
Armistice Day
friendship, noting that, "In times of difficulty, in times of hardship, America tion to "trust Europe," Sarkozy reiterated the
and France have always stood side by side, supported one another, helped one importance of developing a European Security 3 France & America
another, fought for each other's freedom. [...] They remain true, first and fore- and Defense Policy and how it would be mutuD.C. French Film Festival
most, to the same ideals, the same principles, the same values that have always ally beneficial to Europe and the U.S.
4 Profile
united them."
Before leaving the Capitol, Mr. Sarkozy
France Overseas
Emphasizing France's eternal gratefulness for American aid during both complemented his address by meetings
Getaways
World Wars, President Sarkozy stated, "I want to express the deep, sincere grati- with Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the US
tude of the French people. I want to tell you that whenever an American soldier House of Representatives, and other mem- 5 Business & Tech
Air France in the Sky
falls somewhere in the world, I think of what the American army did for France. bers of Congress, including those in the
with Delta
I think of them, and I am sad, as one is sad to lose a member of one's family."
French Caucus.
The heroic sacrifices made by American soldiers were not the only appreciation
Later that day, President Sarkozy met with 6 Society
for Americans that President Sarkozy expressed; he also reiterated his high regard President Bush for the second time during
French Students Get
for American cultural icons such as Elvis Presley, Ernest Hemingway, Rita the visit for a working lunch and joint press
Connected
Hayworth, Marilyn Monroe, and Duke Ellington, among others. Referring to the conference at Mount Vernon in Northern
7 Culture
ideal of freedom shared by all Americans as well as the citizens of the U.S.'s closest Virginia, during which the two discussed the
Museum Dedicated to
allies, Sarkozy conveyed France's respect and admiration for Martin Luther King Jr. situation in the Middle East and Darfur, as
History of Immigrants
and his struggle to uphold freedom as one of America's most central values.
well as commercial and economic issues.
8
France in America
President Sarkozy stated that those who love America were asking it to rea- Mount Vernon is particularly symbolic in
Louvre in Denver
main "forever true to her founding values." Addressing the fight against terror- that it was once home to George
ism, Sarkozy recalled that one major French newspaper's headline on September Washington, the Marquis de Lafayette's close
11, "We are all American," encapsulated the solidarity that the French feel with friend and paternal figure. For more inforthe U.S. "On that day, when you were mourning for so many dead, never had mation, please turn to the "Special Edition"
AMBASSADE DE FRANCE
America appeared to us as so great, so dignified, so strong," Sarkozy said, adding section, or visit: www.ambafrance-us.org.
AUX ETATS-UNIS
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FRANCE GETS READY TO DEPLOY
RAFALE COMBAT AICRAFTT FOR
EXERCISES IN THE UNITED STATES

French Rafale aircraft prepare
for take-off from a French aircraft carrier. The planes will
participate in various exercises
in the U.S. this summer.

As part of major exercises scheduled for the summer of 2008 in
the United States, France will
deploy its RAFALE aircraft in order
to participate in JTFEX (Navy) and
Red Flag (Air Force) exercises,
which will take place respectively
in Norfolk (Virginia) in July and at
Nellis Air Force Base (Nevada) in
August. Hundreds of French
sailors and pilots are gearing up to
cross the Atlantic to train alongside their American counterparts
with this new aircraft that boast
immense operational capabilities.
The Rafle is a multi-role aircraft
capable of carrying out the most
complex air-to-air and air-toground operations. It can be landor carrier-based. In the U.S., the
aircraft is generally considered by
many as the only non-US aircraft
comparable to those recently introduced in the U.S. Air Force.
No doubt that during these
major exercises the French pilots
will corroborate the high esteem
for which Americans hold these
new aircraft and those who
operate them. Moreover, for the
U.S. Navy, the Rafale is also the
only foreign military aircraft
interoperable with its aircraft
carriers. Indeed, the Rafale can
be launched and recovered from
both French and US aircraft carriers. As part of the JTEFEX exercise, the U.S. Navy has therefore
invited the French Navy Rafale to
deploy for two weeks aboard the
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier
USS Theodore Roosevelt at sea in
July 2008. Such a high level of
interoperability is unique and
represents a first for the United
States, as well as for France.
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[ Current Events ]
France Celebrates Armistice Day on November 11
Sunday November 11 marked the 89th anniversary of the
signing of the armistice that ended World War I in 1918.
The "Grande Guerre" (or "Great War"), as it is called in
France, mobilized 8.4 million French soldiers and 4 million Americans. Armistice Day, which takes place on the
same day as Veterans Day, in the U.S., commemorates
only the First World War.
This year's ceremony was particularly noteworthy
because of an address by President Nicolas Sarkozy that
was delivered in front of the Arc de Triomphe in Paris.
Marking the first time a French president has departed
from the traditional silence on Armistice Day, President
Sarkozy declared, "On this 11th of November, the Nation
is not only paying homage to all those who died on the
battlefields, to the heroic soldiers who gave their all to
defend our country's sacred cause; we also remember
that from so much blood and tears came a dream of
peace."
The Arc de Triomphe, which crowns the Champs
Elysées, is the symbolic home to France's Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. During the ceremony, the French flag
hung in the center of the monument and was surrounded
by eight European Union flags. In addition, oversize
screens projected archived footage of World War I.

In his speech,
Sarkozy acknowledged the only
two
French
World War I veterans, 109- and
110-years-old,
who are still living.
© Service Photo Elysée
President Sarkozy
President Sarkozy honors
was not the only
veterans on November 11.
one to participate in the commemoration of Armistice Day, however;
two middle school students read letters written by poilus
(poilus — from the word poil, or hair, is the nickname
given to French World War I soldiers because of their
unshaven faces).
In anticipation of next year's 90th anniversary ceremony, which will fall during France's presidency of the
European Union, Sarkozy highlighted a bright future for
European nations, stating, "Today, by remembering the
past, we are celebrating the future. A future of peace and
unity between nations. A future of understanding and
brotherhood between peoples. And to this future we have
given the name Europe."

French Ministerial Visits to U.S. Signal Transatlantic Friendship
This fall marked a series of French ministerial visits to the cial market center.
United States, signifying a strong renewal of the FrenchSecretary of State for International Cooperation and
American friendship.
Francophonie Jean-Marie Bockel visited the nation's capiThese visits provided the French ministers the opportunity tal from October 19-22 for bilateral meetings and particito meet with officials as well as
pation in the World Bank
leaders of the international comand the IMF meetings semimunity.
annual assemblies.
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Bockel was in New York on
Bernard Kouchner visited New
October 22 for the United
York and Washington on
Nations Security Council's
September 19-20 (see NFF 07.11).
launching of the joint-initiative
Minister of State for Energy,
between France and Cameroon
Ecology and Sustainable developfor the creation of the
ment Jean-Louis Borloo was in
International School of Security
New York with President Sarkozy
Forces (EIFORCES).
on September 24 for the UN
Minister of Agriculture
From left to right are: Justice Stephen G. Breyer,
Special Session on Climate
and Fisheries Michel Barnier
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, French Minister
Change.
was in Washington on
Rachida Dati, Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. and
Secretary of State for Foreign
November 1 for meetings with
retired Justice Sandra Day O'Connor.
Affairs and Human Rights Rama
Cabinet members and on
Yade was in New York and Washington on October 1 - 4 for Capitol Hill regarding agriculture and international trade issues.
meetings with the U.N. as well as US officials and representaMinister of Health, Youth and Sports Roselyne
tives of civil society organizations (see NFF 07.11).
Bachelot-Narquin visited Washington October 31Minister of the Economy, Finance and Employment November 2 for bilateral meetings and participation in the
Christine Lagarde was in Washington October 19-21 to attend 8th annual Global Health Security Initiative (GHSI)
the G7 Finance ministers meeting and the World Bank and Ministerial Meeting. The GHSI is an international partnerIMF semi-annual assemblies. In addition, Lagarde had sev- ship made up of the G7 countries and Mexico. This year the
eral bilateral meetings. In particular, she met with Robert conference reviewed preparedness initiatives to respond to
Zoellick, President of the World Bank and Ben Bernanke, threats of biological, chemical, and radio-nuclear terrorism,
Chairman of the Federal Reserve Bank. Lagarde also visited pandemic influenza and other public health emergencies.
New York on the 22. She spoke before an audience of senMinister of Justice Rachida Dati joined President Sarkozy on
ior market participants at a conference organized by Paris his official visit to Washington D.C., during which she met with
Europlace, an organization that promotes Paris as a finan- several Supreme Court justices.
Collection of the Supreme Court of the U.S.

En bref

[ France & America ]

SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE
UNITED STATES CELEBRATE
FRENCH WEEK

© Eric Robert 2007 Les Films 13

Cinéphiles in the Washington, D.C., area got their fill of new
Also present during the Star Ceremony on October 27
French cinema during the C'est Chic! New Films from was Ambassador Pierre Vimont and D.C. mayor Adrian
France Festival in late October. The 10-day-long event Fenty, whose wife, Michelle Fenty, co-chaired the C'est Chic!
(October 23 to November
2007 Committee.
1), co-hosted by the
The featured films starred
Embassy of France and the
well-known actors and
French-American Cultural
actresses such as Audrey
Foundation, included 16
Tautou, Grégori Derangère,
feature-length films and a
Cécile de France, Nathalie
number of court métrages
Baye, and Bernadette Lafont.
(short films).
Several films were followed
The C'est Chic! 2007
by a question and answer sesCommittee was presided
sion with the director.
over by prominent French
This year marked the
director Claude Lelouch.
launch of C'est Chic! Junior, a
Lelouch, an Academy
program for DC youth that
Award-winning screenincluded film screenings at the
French Film Director Claude Lelouch directs his
writer, has also worked in latest film, “Roman de Gare,” which he presented embassy and the Smithsonian
at the C'est Chic! Festival in Washington, D.C.
the film industry as an
Institution (such as "Asterix
actor, cameraman, editor,
and the Vikings") and presenand producer. He directed "Roman de Gare" ("Crossed tations by personalities from Washington as well as from the
Tracks"), screened at the festival, as a gift to himself for French cinema industry. For more information, please visit:
his 70th birthday.
www.cestchic.org.

Fall Is the Season for French Exhibitions in the Midwest and West
As the cold winter months approach, several Midwestern and West Coast venues are presenting new French art exhibits
that are sure to warm the hearts of America. The artistic media used in these collections range as far and wide as the sunny
hills of Los Angeles.
The Indianapolis Museum of Art (IMA) is the first museum in the U.S. to host "Roman Art from the Louvre," a debut
exhibit that showcases 184 works of art from the Louvre in Paris. This traveling exhibition sponsored by the American
Federation of Arts and the Louvre will run through January 8, 2008.
The IMA is also hosting a free exhibition of the works of 20th-century fashion icon Christian Dior. This display features
20 of Dior's couture gowns from the museum's loaned and permanent collections. The showcase will run through December
2. For more information on both events, please visit the museum's Web site: www.imamuseum.org.
The Windy City will host the 11th annual Festival of New French Cinema, which according to the Chicago Tribune is
sure to "make your cinema taste buds tingle,"
from December 7-15.
On the other side of the Mississippi, the
Minneapolis Institute of Arts is featuring "The
Old Regime: Life at the French Court," a free
exhibition featuring the lavish prints of
Versailles during the 17th and 18th centuries.
The exhibition in L.A. explores the contributions that French immigrants This black-and-white glimpse into the lives of
Versailles's rich and famous is available to vismade to the city. Paul de Longpré's mansion (above), for example, put
itors until December 9. For more informaHollywood on the map long before the movie industry.
tion, please visit: www.artsmia.org.
Finally, head farther west and visit "Pioneers and Entrepreneurs, French Immigrants in the Making of Los Angeles
1827-1927," an unprecedented photo exhibition at the Pico House in downtown L.A. running from December 3 to January
13, 2008. The exhibition, which is a production of FLAX — France Los Angeles eXchange, will provide visitors with the
opportunity to explore French immigration and its remarkable contribution to the cultural, political and social development of the city through about 70 images.
The exhibition highlights various personalities and the contributions they brought to their respective industries. Paul de
Longpré, for example, an artist and the epitome of a debonair Frenchman, became famous for putting Hollywood on the map
by choosing the originally rural area as the site for his elegant home in 1898. His estate's lush gardens (see photograph above)
became a major tourist attraction in Hollywood before the area became the epicenter of the film industry.
This gallery also displays French contributions to economic development through images of the numerous stores, such as
the Amestoy Bakery founded by Basque sheepherders, businesses, newspapers and influential French organizations. For more
information, please visit: www.elpueblo.lacity.org.
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C’est Chic! in the Nation’s Capital

Students at Waynesboro
Area Senior High, PA,
celebrate National French
Week with a chocolate
mousse-eating contest.

This year marked the seventh
annual National French Week
from November 5-11, an event
organized by the American
Association of Teachers of French
(AATF) to celebrate the French language and Francophone cultures.
The celebration is designed to
encourage student appreciation
for French culture through various
in-class activities and to engage
audiences beyond the classroom
through community events. AATF
provided themes for each day of
the week, including, French cuisine, science and technology, the
arts, music and sports. National
French Week posters, pencils, balloons, pins, bumper stickers and Tshirts were available to teachers.
Past editions of National French
Week activities have included student reproductions of French
artistry, French cabaret performed
in talent shows, and the use of
French menus in the cafeteria. At
At one particular school,
Waynesboro Area High School in
PA, the French Club usually sends
a group of students to the middle
school to serve and prepare crepes
as a kick off for the festive week.
This year, however, the high
school students were treated to
the crepes in the high school cafeteria. Other activities during the
week in Waynesboro celebrated
French culture, both through
French music and with an ongoing
daily lunchtime trivia contest
which
featured
French
mindbenders that stumped even
the brightest of students. To celebrate cuisine day, the French classes pick a day in the fall and prepare a full-course French meal
using authentic recipes. A chocolate mousse-eating contest was
held on the last day as the grand
finale to a French-filled week of
celebration. Each lunch period
held a contest or two packed with
onlookers anxious to see the
chocolate
mousse
fly.
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[ In Depth ]
France Overseas: Hot Spots for Cold Vacationers
Islands in the Caribbean, off the coast of Africa, in the Pacific ... while many travel enthusiasts might not realize it, there is much more
to France than l'Hexagone (continental France). In fact, French overseas departments and territories, formerly known as DOM-TOM,
exist all around the world, in places such as South America, Africa, the Caribbean, the Pacific, and even North America.
France's départements d'outre-mer (DOM) consist of French Guiana, Reunion, Guadeloupe and Martinique. The
DOM, though located overseas, have the same status as departments in continental France, such as those in Normandy or
Brittany, and their residents are considered French citizens. Most other French overseas territories are classified as collectivités d'outre-mer (COM) and are mainly located in the Pacific and the Caribbean.
For travel aficionados looking for an escape during the upcoming holidays, the DOM and COM offer beautiful tropical destinations filled with activities for all ages. These overseas departments and collectivities are a mosaic of climates,
landscapes, cultures, traditions and lifestyles that contribute a multicultural, exotic flavor to France. For general information about the DOM and COM, please visit: www.outre-mer.gouv.fr.

Tourism in the DOM
A seven-island archipelago in the eastern Caribbean where emerald seas meet white,
black and pink beaches, Guadeloupe (or "Guada," as its inhabitants like to call it)
offers a selection of activities ranging from sailing to horseback riding to sunbathing.
The main island (La
Basse-Terre) is a mountain covered with lush forest that shelters a wide
variety of flora and fauna.
In addition to a vast array
of natural wonders,
Guadeloupe offers archaeological vestiges of its first
inhabitants, as well as
Courtesy: CARIBE AD, www.caribead-agency.com
Hindu temples and
Les Saintes, one of Guadeloupe's seven islands,
Catholic churches. For
offers a host of activities, including water sports, water lovers, the island is
hiking, horseback riding, biking, and more.
home to a world-famous
underwater reserve.
For those social butterflies, the island of La Grande-Terre offers a variety of night life
activities, museums, markets and beaches. However, if peace and quiet is the key to a
good vacation, La Désirade's tranquility and simplicity might be more appealing. With
secluded white beaches protected by enchanting coral reefs, the island exudes a sense of
serenity found nowhere else in the area.
The multiculturalism encountered on all seven of the islands is an eclectic mix of
African, French and Caribbean influences, and is highlighted by its many festivals, such
as the Creole Blues Festival and the Marie-Galante Festival. The sheer variety of activities on the archipelago makes it an irresistible destination for all those wishing to escape
the winter cold. For more information, please visit: www.lesilesdeguadeloupe.com.
Martinique boasts a particularly rich cultural heritage, which finds expression in
its lively people, diverse handicrafts, and delicious cuisine. The island's dining experience introduces visitors to varied spices and unique flavors that will titillate visitors' taste
buds. Furthermore, the rhythm of its music — zouk, biguine, and mazurka, to name a
few — is sure to enchant and entertain with its charming melodies. These sounds can
be heard throughout the myriad of outdoor cafés in the city of Saint-Pierre, often
described as "the Paris of the Caribbean."
For outdoor-oriented travelers, Martinique's parks offer hiking, sunbathing,
and sightseeing, as well as a range of water activities, including kite-surfing, diving, jet skiing, and kayaking. Also, botanical gardens provide a wonderful way to
explore the surrounding nature and the history of Martinique.
Only 1,500 miles from Miami, Martinique is situated in the heart of the
lower Antilles, or the "Breezy Islands." The island's culturally diverse, talented,
passionate population, with its Caribbean flair and French touch, and plethora
of festivals, make Martinique a special holiday destination. For more information, please visit: www.martinique.org.
French Guiana (La Guyane), the only European holding in South America and
the largest of the French departments and territories (roughly the size of South
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Only 1,500 miles away from Miami,
Martinique boasts beautiful beaches
and an enchanting mix of cultures.

Carolina), has a population of just 190,000 people. Nearly all of its inhabitants are clustered around its coast, as 90 percent of the area is covered in dense tropical rain forest
that is virtually inaccessible except by plane or boat. Almost half of its eight million
hectares of French Amazonia are a protected environment and provide the perfect
opportunity for adventurers to explore virgin territory. A journey into the unspoiled
environment might lead to an encounter with people from a range of ethnic groups —
Amerindians or Buschenengue — who still maintain their ancestral ways of life.
Not to be missed is the Carnival that takes place during the two months preceding Lent. To celebrate, parades take to the streets every Sunday, and the final
week is marked by weddings on Monday, a wild parade on Mardi Gras, and
closing ceremonies on Ash Wednesday. For more information, please visit:
www.tourisme-guyane.com/en.
In the Indian Ocean, situated 480 miles off the coast of Madagascar, Reunion has
a multifaceted landscape consisting of coral reefs, white sand beaches with coconut
palms, spectacular gorges, and "cirques," or natural amphitheaters surrounded by
mountains. A mountain in the sea, the island is a product of two volcanoes, the Piton
des Neiges and the Piton de la Fournaise, which is still active. Reunion Island is the most
populated of France's overseas departments with approximately 775,000 inhabitants
spread over less than 1,000 square miles of land.
Reunion, like its other island counterparts, has a particularly diverse population which is derived from French colonists who arrived in the 1640s, and
brought with them slaves from Africa, all of whom were later joined by workers
from South and East Asia. The diversity today reflects a fusion of the cultures and
people, and nowhere better can this be experienced than in one of the 15 traditional Creole villages scattered throughout the island. These villages retain the
spirit of the past with traditional Creole cuisine, products, and festivals. For more
information, please visit: www.la-reunion-tourisme.com.

Traveling to the COM
The COM, though lesser-known islands, are tantalizing vacation destinations.
French Polynesia, a group of 118 islands, which include Tahiti, Bora Bora, and the
Austral Islands, is known for its prized black Tahitian pearls and gorgeous resorts.
Another paradise destination, Mayotte, is a COM comprising two main islands and
20 islets scattered in one of the most beautiful lagoons in the world. Located in the
Mozambique Channel off the coast of Africa, Mayotte has an average annual temperature of 77ºF and is an ideal holiday destination that combines relaxation on the
beach with sporting activities such as diving or hiking. Nestled between New
Caledonia and Polynesia, Wallis and Futuna harbors volcanic islands that were isolated from European influence until the 19th century, preserving a traditional way
of life that continues today.
For a comparatively "cooler" destination, consider exploring the rugged beauty
of St. Pierre and Miquelon. This group of islands, whose inhabitants descend from
the Bretons and Normans, remains true to its origins as a fishing community. Its
rocky coastlines and quaint villages invite visitors to sample a more rustic way of life.
Overseas France is rounded out by New Caledonia and the French Southern and
Antarctic Territories. For more information, please visit: www.franceguide.com.

[Business and Technology ]

BIBI: THE FIRST HYBRID TRAIN ROLLS
ITS WAY ONTO FRANCE’S TRACKS

Air France in the Sky with Delta

© AirFrance

On October 17, Air France and Delta Airlines took their existing partnership one step further by signing a "joint venture
agreement" whereby they share the financial results (profits or losses) of the services they operate across the Atlantic. Prior
to the agreement, Air France and Delta Airlines were already partners and enjoyed an anti-trust immunity granted by the
U.S. Department of Transportation. Their partnership allowed them to coordinate schedules, tariffs and their offer in
terms of seats to provide the best possible service at a minimal cost. The idea behind this new joint venture is to share the
risks associated with new services.
Under the "Open Skies" accord signed between the
U.S. and Europe (see NFF. 07.04), any airline registered
in one of the parties can carry passengers on any route
between the two. As of March 31, 2008, whichever airline is in a position to do so will be able to launch new
services and to address new markets. Delta and Air
France will provide new non-stop routes between Salt
Lake City and Paris-CDG, Cincinnati and Paris-CDG
as well as New York and Lyon.
This joint-venture is estimated to significantly
improve ticket sales for both airlines with an expected
4,500-seat increase on flights per day — a 45 percent
Air France and Delta Airlines signed a joint venture
rise, according to Air France. Revenues during the first
agreement thanks to the Open Skies accord.
phase of the agreement are projected to reach $1.5 billion annually and more than $8 billion annually during the second phase, which is scheduled for 2010.
"This is a win for Delta, Air France, and for the loyal base of customers who fly our airlines across the Atlantic each
year," said Richard Anderson, CEO of Delta Airlines. Jean-Cyril Spinetta, Chairman and CEO of Air France KLM Group,
shares this sentiment: "Our long-standing cooperation paves the way for some particularly interesting opportunities." He
noted, "The launch of this joint venture marks a turning point in our partnership with Delta."
The agreement has an initial period scheduled through March 31, 2016, with subsequent renewal every three years.

True Colors of the Mona Lisa Revealed

© Pascal Cotte

Pascal Cotte, a French engineer and inventor, has invented position of Mona Lisa's arm, hand and fingers had
a time machine of sorts. Using his self-created, high-defini- changed several times as the artist worked on completing
tion multi-spectral scanner, Cotte virtually removed years the painting, choosing to remove a fur-lined coat that
of accumulated varnish on the Mona Lisa to reveal details originally rested on her knees. The study also found that
about the famously mysterious work by Leonardo da Vinci. da Vinci used lapis lazuli, an expensive pigment made of
After
conducting
crushed gemstone.
research on the painting
This revolutionary techin the basement of the
nology allows the analysis of
Louvre, where the
paintings such as the Mona
Laboratory of the
Lisa, which could otherwise
Museums of France is
not be restored in as much
located, Cotte prodetail, to be examined in their
duced a digitized file
near-original state. The "sfuwith unparalleled premato" technique used by da
cision with an astoundVinci makes the removal of
ing 240 million pixel
varnish from the painting perdefinition that enables
ilous. Jacques Frank, a da Vinci
more accurate studies
technique expert, remarked,
of pigments on the
"To attempt to unvarnish the
painting's surface.
Mona Lisa would involve
The image on the left is how the Mona Lisa looks today.
Using his technolotouching the surface, with the
Cotte’s digitally enhanced image on the right has restored
gy, Cotte produced an
risk of irrevocably damaging
the Mona Lisa to its near-original state.
image of what the
or erasing the famous smile.
Mona Lisa is believed to have looked like in its original state Furthermore, the varnish may not be able to be physically
by multispectrally scanning the painting in thirteen chan- differentiated from the pigments." Cotte's work is also
nels —from Ultraviolet to Infrared. Then, the spectral believed to have answered the mystery surrounding Mona
response curve of the varnish in each pixel was isolated and Lisa's missing eyebrows — his high-resolution imagery
subtracted from the digital file to virtually reveal the has revealed an existing brushstroke line that is distinctly
vibrant colors, tones and shading that da Vinci used. an eyebrow. For more information, please visit:
Through this analysis, Cotte was able to determine that the www.lumiere-technology.com.

The original "Train Bleu" (Blue Train) is
considered to have been one of the
most famous trains in French railway
history, luxuriously shuttling high-society from Calais to the Riviera overnight in
the early 20th century. Today, a new
train that may merit the designation of
"Le Train Vert" (“The Green Train”), is
making its mark as the first hybrid locomotive to cruise France's regional rail
lines. Named "Bibi" for its "Bi-mode"
and "Bi-courant" technologies (dualmode, dual-running), the landmark
machine, built by Canada's Bombardier
at its French manufacturing facility in
Crespin, is able to seamlessly switch
from traditional diesel propulsion to
electric power on the go. Passengers
can relax, sleep, or dine aboard without
noticing the slightest irregularity as they
ride to their destinations at speeds of up
to approximately 100 mph. Bibi emits
20 percent less CO2 than all other
regional trains run by the France's operating company, SNCF, and 60 percent
less emissions than the average automobile. Bibi's maiden voyage took place
between Paris and Troyes, departing
from the Gare de l'Est on October 9. On
board was Anne-Marie Idrac, president
of SNCF, and Pierre Mathieu, vice-president of the Champagne-Ardenne
region, the first region to place orders
for the new train. According to
Bombardier, Bibi is the first of its kind in
the world: not only is it able to use two
different energy sources, but it can also
switch between France's two categories
of electric-rail tension lines. Thanks to a
special transformer located on the
rooftops of the cars, Bibi can run on
France's 25,000-volt as well as its 1,500volt lines. This innovation allows the
train to travel on virtually all types of rails
throughout the country, often eliminating the need for passengers to change
trains. While Bibi models cost approximately 10 to 20 percent more than conventional trains, as estimated by
Bombardier, the eventual return on
investment resulting from efficiency is
expected to cover the initial increased
cost. Champagne-Ardenne has
already ordered 8 models at a cost of
40 million Euros ($57.2 million), and
nine other regions have ordered a
total of 144 models in addtion to:
Rhône-Alpes, Poitou-Charentes, Ilede-France,
Bretagne,
HauteNormandie, Bourgogne, Picardie,
Nord-Pas-de-Calais and Alsace,
according to an artcile in Le Figaro.
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On October
12, three
months
after the first
appearance
of the Vélib’
in Paris (see
NFF 07.10),
© PiquetDesign
the city of
Marseille, located in southern France,
inaugurated its own bicycle service,
dubbed "Le Vélo" ("The Bike"). To date,
the city has a total of 750 bikes, 80 stations and 70 kilometers of bike friendly
lanes. The arrival of these blue and grey
bikes has raised hopes that the service
will reduce traffic as more people opt for
a healthier and more eco-friendly transportation alternative. Le Vélo will be
managed by J.C. Decaux, the same
agency that administers the Vélib’ program in Paris. Le Vélo's launch was
deferred so as not to coincide with the
inauguration of the city’s new tramway,
the first step of a transport project
designed to reduce the use of private
vehicles. Marseille is only one of the
many French cities that have recently
rolled out "la petite reine," ("The little
Queen," as bikes are known). Over 15
French cities have some form of bike
service, including Lyon, Besançon, Aix-en
Provence, Bordeaux and Nancy.
Toulouse, Nantes and Rouen also expect
to launch a bike service by 2008.

FRANCE CELEBRATES THE MANY
INTERESTING ELEMENTS OF SCIENCE
The same week that a Frenchman was
named Nobel Prize winner for physics
(see NFF 07.11) and not long after fellow
Frenchman Léopold Eyharts was
announced to take off December 6 for
an 11-day mission to the International
Space Station aboard the Atlantis (see
NFF 07.03), France celebrated La Fête de
la Science (Science Festival). In light of the
recent recognition the accomplishments
of these French scientists have earned,
such a festival could not have been timelier. The festival took place throughout
the country from October 8 to 14, and
was aimed at promoting interest in science. From Alsace to Languedoc, museums and scientific institutions held expositions and informational sessions to create awareness about the many interesting elements of science. In addition to an
array of museum events held nationwide, Vaulx-en-Velin reopened its planetarium. In honor of the festival, the Cité
des Sciences in Paris turned up the heat
on its scientific expositions, which included a depiction the South Pole. Even overseas departments, such as French
Guiana, took part in the festival by running an open house at its space center, as
well as hosting numerous conferences.
For more information, please visit:
www.fetedelascience.fr.
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[ Society ]
French Students Now Wired with an "Electronic Backpack"
In an effort to provide its youth widespread access to computer
software and digital technology, Ile-de-France, the region
encompassing Paris, has supplied 155,000 USB flash drives to
high school juniors and seniors free of charge.
The distribution, which also includes equipping approximately 40,000 teachers with a drive, was carried out October 8 at
a cost 2.6 million euros or $3.7 million. It is the first of its kind in
France and hopes are that it will help high school students familiarize themselves with 19 types of basic software.The free software
encompasses most of the programs that a student might need
such as Open Office, Sumatra (a PDF reader), Mozilla Sunbird
(an electronic calendar), Firefox (an internet browser),
Wengophone (an instant messaging program with video conferencing), and VideoLan Client Media player (a multimedia player). The drive also has storage space and a program called 7Zip,
which compresses and decompresses files, providing students
with a place to store their work. The easily portable one-gigabyte
USB drive, coined "un cartable électronique," or an electronic
backpack, gives students the ability to work anywhere with computer acess, whether it be one of the 138,000 computers available
through their schools, at home or an internet cafe.

French students in Ile-de-France were provided with
free USB drives, “connecting” them like never before.

In addition, the USB drive is accompanied by the Web site
www.Campusb.fr, an online space that complements the students' new tool. Campusb.fr allows students to create a personalized site where they can bookmark their favorite blogs, save links
to sites that they frequently use or reference, and access explanations about the use of their new software programs.

Ground-Breaking Tunnel Project Digs Away at the Parisian Commute
A tunneling project on Paris's A86, a highway encircling the
French capital, is digging deep into the ground to extend the vital
roadway, promising to lighten congestion and cut some commuters' travel times by as much as 85 percent. Running outside
the western part of Paris, the new tunnels will complete the final
stretch of the A86 to create a "hyperpériphérique" (in reference to
the "Périphérique", Paris's beltway). The new links will allow drivers to reach the important A13 Autoroute from the suburb of
Rueil-Malmaison, for instance, in as little as five minutes — as
opposed to the current minimum of half an hour via roundabout roads.
Two tunnels, The "Tunnel Est" and the "Tunnel Ouest" (East
and West Tunnels, respectively) are part of a project headed by
French private roadway contractor Cofiroute under the authority of the national highways administration. The eastern portion
consists of two legs,the 2.5-mile Malmaison-A13 link,set to open
in the Spring of 2008, and the 3.4-mile connection to Versailles,
debuting sometime in 2010. The "Tunnel Ouest," connecting

Courtesy: Pierre Assouline

LA PETITE REINE ROLLS
HER WAY SOUTH

THE "GO TO"
BLOGGER FOR
THE BUZZ IN THE
LITERARY
WORLD

Bookworms
looking to get
the inside scoop
on the literary
world can do so
while getting their fill of French
news via "La République des Livres"
("The Republic of Books"), a blog by
French writer and journalist Pierre
Assouline. The French blog, through
the support of France's popular newspaper Le Monde, has been in existence
since 2004. Assouline, known in the
journalism sphere for his writing on

Malmaison to the A12 Autoroute, is still awaiting approval by the
government.
The roadways will consist of two levels, one running in each
direction, with speed limits of approximately 45 mph. Use of the
tunnels will not be free of charge —drivers will pay a 4-euro, an
estimated 6-dollar, toll for the full 6.2-mile stretch, though discount programs and passes are currently in the works. Other
restrictions,including a maximum vehicle entry height of 6.5 feet
could prohibit some large vehicles from entering the tunnels in
aims of improving traffic flow. Height restrictions for the proposed Tunnel Ouest, conversely, will permit larger vehicles of up
to 15 feet to gain access.
The first suggestions to complete the A86's circular network
around Paris were made as early as 1972. In 1988 Cofiroute proposed a subterranean solution.Work began eight years later, only
to pause again from 1998-2000. However, since the new millennium, work has steadily progressed on this "ground-breaking"
project, promising new efficiency in the Paris area.

international events, comments daily
on current events both inside and outside the literary world.
In October, for example, his neardaily posts included discussions
about Minister of Culture Christine
Albanel's interest in working with
Google, the attribution of the Nobel
Prize, and the first Francophone colloquium regarding Wikipedia. All of
his entries are based on current
events, such as his call to preserve
the homes of French writers
Maupassant and Collette, which are
currently for sale.
A literary buff in his own right,
Assouline was born in 1953 in
Casablanca, Morocco, and has pub-

lished biographies on figures such as
Hergé (author of the Tintin comic
books). One of the most prolific
writers of his time, he is the laureate
of Le Prix de la Langue Française, a
prize awarded to the literary figure
who best demonstrates the use of
the French language in literature. Be
sure to catch Assouline's daily dose
of news and commentary at:
http://passouline.blog.lemonde.fr/.
News From France does not
endorse the content, views or opinions of authors expressed in the
aforementioned Web site. Any views
or opinions mentioned therein do
not necessarily state or reflect those
of the French Government.

[Cultural Highlights ]
New Museum Celebrates the Contributions of Immigrants
La Cité Nationale de
already in place: the permanent collecl'Histoire de l'Immigration
tion, Repères, examines the themes and
(CNHI - The National
chronology of immigration in economMuseum of the History of
ic development, while the current temImmigration) opened its
porary exhibit — in place until January
doors Wednesday, October
11, 2008 — focuses on Armenians.
10. The museum, a first in
Cultural activities, such as conferences
Europe, celebrates the conand films, will take place in the auditotributions of immigrants
rium upon its completion in 2008.
to French society, culture,
The publicly supported Donations
© Awatef Chengal
and the economy.
Gallery accepts the donation or loan of
The new museum is
photos, family heirlooms, personal letVisitors explore the exposition Repères at the
Cité de l'Immigration.
housed in the Palais de la
ters and testimonies about the immiPorte-Dorée (Palace of the
gration experience to be showcased in
Golden Door) in the 12th district in southeastern Paris. The loca- its halls and accompanied by a brief narrative. This gallery is a key
tion itself has a symbolic history of celebrating cultural pluralism element of the museum because it displays the rich diversity and
in France: previously, the building served as the Museum of the common heritage of the French people.
Colonies, of the Overseas, and of African and Oceanic Arts.
For more information about La Cité Nationale de l'Histoire de
The museum consists of four components, of which two are l'Immigration, please visit: www.histoire-immigration.fr.

A traveling Swiss luxury hotel room has made a new home
in Paris, bringing new meaning to "room with a view." On
November 4, the Hôtel Everland was unveiled, opened its
doors as a one-of-a-kind hotel that is as culturally and
architecturally intriguing as its view of the Eiffel Tower is
breathtaking. Perched atop of the Palais de Tokyo, a contemporary art museum across the Seine from the Eiffel
Tower, the Hôtel Everland is a mobile hotel that features a
single room, bathroom, king-size bed, open mini-bar, vinyl
records, and a large bay window that overlooks the city
from the Palais de Tokyo's roof. Also a work of contemporary art, it is on display for Palais de Tokyo visitors during
the day before taking on its hotel functions by night.
The hotel, designed by the Swiss artist duo Sabina Lang
and Daniel Baumann, debuted at the Swiss National
Exhibition in 2002. Later, the mobile hotel was placed on the
roof-deck of the Museum of Contemporary Art in Leipzig,
Germany, from June 2006 until September 2007. The City of
Light marks the portable chic hotel's final destination.
A stay in the hotel is intended to be a once-in-a-lifetime

© Lang/Baumann

A Swiss Traveling Hotel Room With a View

A view of Paris's skyline from the
Hôtel Everland's interior.

experience. For that reason, guests are permitted to reserve
the room for only a single night. Accommodations for the
room are provided by a local luxury hotel. The Paris leg of
the mobile hotel’s tour is expected to last through the end
of 2008. For more information about the Hôtel Everland,
please visit: www.everland.ch.

Beaujolais Nouveau Arrives
The third Thursday of November has, for the past 77 years, held great
meaning in the hearts of wine aficionados around the world. This year,
November 14 marked the arrival of "Beaujolais Nouveau," a young fruity
red wine that comes from a southern region in France called Beaujolais.
Beaujolais wine is made from the Gamay grape which must be harvested by hand, fermented and bottled just six weeks before its shipment.
While its annual arrival is highly anticipated and celebrated
worldwide, it is especially fété (celebrated) in the town of Beaujeu,
the capital of Beaujolais. The 19th edition of the festival, called "Les
Sarmentelles," provided an evening of traditional celebrations such
as a torch-lit parade, a tasting ceremony, and a show featuring the
International Orchestra of Tony Bram.
On this side of the pond, French restaurants as well as the French- American Chambers of Commerce in Houston, New
York, and Philadelphia are marking the occasion by hosting special tastings and soirees. For more information, please go
to: www.beaujolaisnouveautime.com.

les coups d’oeil
SEINE RUNS SMOOTH WITH
THE SOUND OF BLUES

The soulful melodies of blues, jazz,
gospel, and African beats are flowing
from the banks of the Seine as part of
the ninth edition of the Blues-SurSeine Festival November 9-24.
Renowned jazz musicians such as Le
Golden Gate Quartet, Dee Dee
Bridgewater, Nanette Workman,
Manu Galvin, Electric Octopus, Jesus
Volt, and Jacques Higelin are just a few
of the 55 featured artists who will be
performing in various pubs, restaurants, and music venues along the
Seine in the surrounding Parisian
region. This year's program not only
consists of musical performances but
also includes classes, music workshops,
school performances, and informative
installations that showcase the rich history of the blues. For additional information regarding the festival program,
please visit: www.blues-sur-seine.com.

PARIS COMMUNITY CENTER REOPENS
AFTER THREE -YEAR HIATUS
La Maison des Métallos (The Metal
Workers’ Center), a popular cultural community center in Paris's 11th
district, was re-opened November
7 by Paris mayor Bertrand Delanoë,
after having undergone three years
of renovation to better accommodate cultural activities. The center
displays local artists' creations and
hosts performances, philosophical
discussions and public debates. La
Maison is also home to practice
studios for artists. The center welcomes not only artists, but also
researchers, institutions, and about
15 different associations. The
director of La Maison des Métallos,
Gérard Paquet, sees the center as a
place for spontaneous creativity,
inspiration, and communal interactivity, saying he hopes that it will
facilitate a different way of thinking
about the plurality of cultures and
engender openness of expression.
For more information, please visit:
www.maisondesmetallos.org.
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[France in America]
Correction:
An article on page 2 in NFF 07.12
inaccurately stated that Michèle
Alliot-Marie is the French Foreign
Minister. News From France would
like to clarify that Minister AlliotMarie is the Minister of Interior and
Overseas Territories.
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Louvre on the Rocks: Denver Museum Exhibits Works from Louvre
The Denver Art Museum is hosting an exhibit
1848 romantic novel "Camille" (1936).
with over 125 works of art titled "Artisans and
A museum course, "French for Museums"
Kings: Selected Treasures from the Louvre,"
teaches patrons basic French, including the jarwhich debuted October 6 and will run until
gon necessary to describe their favorite and least
January 6, 2008.
favorite works of art. Another course running
An audio tour accompanies the showcase
until December 8, "Louis3 : Artists, Kings and
of sculptures,paintings,drawings and furniture
Splendid Things," describes how the Roi Soleil
that emanate from France's royalty, aristocrats
(Sun King) used the trade of luxury goods to the
and artisans during the 17th and 18th centuries.
benefit of the French economy.
Highlights of the exhibit include pieces
On November 9, patrons had the opportuof fine silverware from a 1,200-piece set, decnity to attend "Marie Antoinette: Queen of
orative chaises made for Louis XVI’s sister,
Fashion," a lecture about one royal icon's vogue
The Cassolette Vase is
naval tapestries woven with gold, and an inti- currently on display at the vision led by Caroline Weber, author of "Queen
mate portrait of the Infanta Margarita once
of Fashion: What Marie Antoinette Wore to the
Denver Art Museum
kept in the bathing quarters of Anne of
Revolution."
Austria.
Participants in a workshop on modern-day nécessaires
For a more interactive experience of French royal culture, took a small part of French aristocracy home with them by
the museum offers a series of related events. A film series creating the extravagant traveling kits that were once used by
titled "France in a Time of Kings" provides a cinematic taste the French nobility to relax during a long journey. These velof French nobility with American films like "Dangerous vet-lined boxes once held all the accoutrements necessary for
Liaisons" (1988) and a rendition of Alexandre Dumas fils's enjoying the perfect cup of coffee, tea, or hot cocoa on the go.
Courtesy: The Cassolette Vase is currently on display at the Denver Art Museum
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