
To commemorate the September 11, 2001 
terrorist attacks, President Nicolas Sarkozy and 
U.S. Ambassador to France Charles Rivkin 
appeared side by side at the American Embassy 
in Paris on September 9 to affirm continued 
French-American unity 10 years on. 
 During his speech on the tragedy, Sarkozy 
emphasized common humanity and compas-
sion for those killed, regardless of their national 
affiliation, while vilifying as “barbarians” those 
who conducted the attacks.

Sarkozy expressed his condolences, saying 
that "the 3,000 children of the United States 
and of dozens of other nations whose lives 

were snatched away that day will also forever remain children of France,” adding that "[T]heir deaths 
have universal meaning and France is mindful of what she owes America.”

Both Rivkin and Sarkozy expressed hope for a future in which French and American citizens will 
continue to work together for peace and freedom around the world.

“We may hold discussions, we may not always agree on everything, but one thing is clear: as our 
close historical ties have shown, France will always be a friend of the United States,” Sarkozy said.

Sarkozy, US Ambassador Remember 9/11 at Embassy in Paris
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Towers of Solidarity: Paris Group Builds 9/11 Memorial

President Sarkozy and Amb. Charles Rivkin paid 
respects to lives lost in the 9/11 attacks.
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A French group observed the 10th anniversary of September 11, 2011 with a massive Twin Towers replica. Story, p.3.
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NASA’S ChArleS elAChi 
AwArded legioN of hoNor
After dedicating more than four 
decades of his career to space, sci-
ence and academia, the French-
educated Dr. Charles Elachi, Director 
of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory at 
NASA, was on September 5 award-
ed France’s highest accolade:  the 
medal of Chevalier of the Legion of 
Honor. Dr. Elachi earned his bache-
lor’s degree at the University of 
Grenoble and his engineering degree 
from the Polytechnic Institute there in 
1986. Three decades of joint efforts 
by Dr. Elachi and the French Space 
Agency have contributed to the 
development of numerous programs, 
including Cassini Huygens’s orbit 
around Saturn, ocean studies of the 
El Niño phenomenon’s effect on cli-
mate and the Mars Science 
Laboratory’s search for possible life 
on the “Red Planet.”

SArkozy lAudS NATo’S 
role iN libyA iNTerveNTioN
Speaking to a conference of 
French ambassadors on August 
31, President Nicolas Sarkozy 
reaffirmed the importance of 
French participation in NATO in 
light of the Libyan conflict. 
Sarkozy underlined that France’s 
2009 return to NATO's military 
structure, after a 43-year 
absence, had raised some con-
cerns among citizens, including 
doubts about France’s autonomy. 
Fortunately, Sarkozy noted, these 
fears were not realized. He 
emphasized that rather than 
being an obstacle, NATO 
improved French military efforts. 

As the Libyan conflict unfold-
ed, France became a crucial 
leader of the Western response 
through NATO. “[F]or the first 
time since 1949, NATO was 
placed at the service of a coali-
tion led by two determined 
European nations, France and 
the United Kingdom,” Sarkozy 
observed. “That was possible 
only because we assumed our 
full role within the integrated 
command.” 

Through involvement in 
Libya, Sarkozy said, “side by 
side, Arab, European and North 
American forces helped a suf-
fering people fulfill its yearning 
for freedom.”

   En bref [ Current Events ]       
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Questions for Ioanna 
Kohler, Director of Operat-
ions and Communications 
at CampusFrance USA

The school year is back in ses-
sion, which means students 
are thinking about studying 
abroad—perhaps in France.  

What is CampusFrance all about?
CampusFrance is the gateway to the French higher 
education system. At CampusFrance USA, our mis-
sion is twofold:  we promote study in France to stu-
dents and institutions in the U.S., by offering informa-
tion on the French higher education system and help-
ing students complete their applications to an institution 
in France.  CampusFrance has 
offices in 89 countries, including 
one in the U.S., which is located 
at the French Embassy in 
Washington, D.C.

American students typically think of going abroad for 
a semester or two. Can Americans complete their 
entire college education in France, and if so, how?
Indeed, short-term mobility abroad is very popular 
among American students. Three-quarters of American 
students who go to France are undergraduate students 
who participate in an exchange program—a “study 
abroad"—between a French university and an 
American institution. 

But longer-term mobility, i.e. pursuing an entire 
degree in France, is also taking off. Interestingly, 
American students seeking a degree in a French insti-
tution are often former “study abroad” students, which 
means that their first exposure to the French system 
was a successful one. These programs, which are 
featured on CampusFrance’s online course catalogue, 
usually require a working knowledge of French. 

Speaking college-level French may intimidate some 
students. How can students prepare for success?
One doesn’t have to be bilingual to study in France, but 

as everywhere else in the world, it is important that a 
lack of linguistic skill doesn't get in the way. International 
students who wish to apply to a French institution usu-
ally have to take a language proficiency test, called the 
TCF, which can be taken abroad. To prepare for this 
test, students can get training at their home institutions 
if they offer French language classes, or in one of the 
“Alliance Française” centers, which operate throughout 
the U.S.

What about cost?
In France, the range of tuition fees depends on the 
type of institution you are studying in. However, even 
at the higher end of the spectrum, French institutions 
remain much more affordable than American colleges! 

It is important to note that if tuition fees range from 
200 to 500 euros per year on average in a French 

public university, the “true cost” per 
student amounts to 10-14,000 euros 
per year. These expenses are partially 
covered by French public authorities, 
thereby reducing the student’s financial 
burden. This reflects a strong commit-

ment to equal opportunity by the French government. 
Consistent with this commitment, France’s universities 
and other educational institutions do not distinguish 
between international students and French students. 
Both face identical tuition requirements; both receive 
the same degrees.  

Last question: what are the best reasons for study-
ing in France?
Aside from the high quality and affordability of its 
higher education system, France offers a quality of life 
that is hard to beat, from its highly efficient public trans-
portation and healthcare systems, to its gastronomy, 
which plays a central role in French daily life. As for 
culture, we've got everything from castles and muse-
ums to night clubs and electronic music. For tourism, 
France is located at the heart of Western Europe, 
which means that wherever you live, you are just hours 
away from the UK, Italy and Switzerland, to name a 
few. Studying in France offers a wealth of opportunities 
that perhaps no other country can match.

Paris Meeting Signals Strong Start for Libya's NTC
On September 1, Libya’s National Transitional Council kicked 
off the first international dialogue to start the rebuilding of their 
country. Sixty-three nations and international organizations were 
in attendance, including NATO, the UN, the Arab League and 
the African Union. Co-hosted by Great Britain and France, the 
conference’s primary objectives were both to address urgent hu-
manitarian needs and to allocate funds to secure and stabilize 
Libya’s interim government. Two major NTC victories came when 
the collective international body freed up $15 billion in Libyan as-
sets and when Russia extended recognition to their council, only 
hours before the conference began. Nevertheless, the NTC re-
mained adamant about their immediate concerns regarding the 
security of Libya.  On Qaddafi's ouster, Sarkozy stressed that he 
“must be arrested and the   Libyans will freely decide whether he 
is judged in Libya or before international jurisdictions." As Libya 
stabilizes, France is set to have an instrumental role in rebuilding 
infrastructure. 

President Sarkozy hosted NTC leaders, includ-
ing Mustafa Abdel-Jalil, the Council's chair. 

© présidence de la république @ l. blevennec - p. segrette



SAlle Pleyel bookS ToP-
Tier u.S. orCheSTrAS for fAll
Paris's premier concert hall is in 
the midst of a collaboration with 
several premier American 
orchestras. The Salle Pleyel will 
host symphony ensembles from 
Chicago, Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 
Cleveland and the New York 
Philharmonic Orchestra from 
now until February. The occasion 
offers music lovers in France a 
unique opportunity to discover 
the finest conductors and musi-
cians working in the United 
States today. The five orchestras 
are members of the League of 
American Orchestras, which 
consists of nearly 350 perma-
nent instrumental ensembles. 
The Cleveland, Philadelphia, 
Chicago and New York groups 
are considered among the most 
accomplished ensembles and 
are part of the elite “Big Five.”

 

AmeriCAN ANd 
freNCh SiSTer CiTieS keeP 
24-yeAr-old TrAdiTioN Alive
The world’s first solo transat-
lantic flight to Le Bourget Field 
in 1927 by Charles Lindbergh, 
a Little Falls, Minnesota, 
native, sparked a biennial tra-
dition that still continues. Since 
1987 the sister cities of Little 
Falls, Minnesota and Le 
Bourget, France, have met for 
a week of stories and cultural 
exchange. This year the 
Americans surprised their 
French friends by building a 
memorial to honor Bernard 
Pinet, the longtime President 
of the Le Bourget Sister City 
Committee. 

CorreCTioNS
The July issue of News From 
France cited William Cohen as 
former U.S. Treasury Secretary. 
Mr. Cohen served as a U.S. 
Representative, U.S. Senator 
and Secretary of Defense during 
the Clinton administration, but 
never as Treasury Secretary. 
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[ France & america ]
September 11th Anniversary: France Remembers
A French civic group hon-
ored the tenth anniversa-
ry of the September 11, 
2001, terrorist attacks 
with a ten-story replica of 
the Twin Towers directly 
across from the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris.

The association The 
French Will Never Forget 
was founded by Paul 
Bensabat, Jean-Pierre 
Heim, Christian Millet and 
Patrick du Tertre, who 
came together in a com-
mon desire to emphasize the gratitude of the French 
people toward the United States. The group has 
organized numerous events and high-level com-

memorations and other 
events observing Franco-
American ties. 

The message of the proj-
ect is: “Never forget about 
the catastrophe in 2001 and 
the sacrifices of Americans 
made in World War II to 
help the liberation of 
France.”  The position of 
the Eiffel Tower behind the 
World Trade Center Towers 
emphasizes the friendship 
between France and the 
United States. One of the 

towers lists all the names of the victims, while the 
other tower lists sympathetic messages posted on 
Facebook by those demonstrating their support.

Paris Meeting Signals Strong Start for Libya's NTC

France’s Minister of Economy, Finance and Industry, 
François Baroin, and Minister for Cooperation, Henri 
de Raincourt, co-chaired the G20 
ministerial meeting on development, 
held in Washington, D.C., on 
September 23. 

The first G20 ministerial meeting 
devoted to this issue, it emphasized 
the French G20 presidency’s com-
mitment to coordinating an interna-
tional response to development chal-
lenges in emerging countries. The 
participants included the finance 
ministers of the G20, as well as a 
handful of beneficiary nations and 
international organizations.

The goal of the meeting was to 
formulate “a shared vision and a concrete action 
plan to respond to the new challenges facing the 

countries in the global south.” The session focused 
on three priority areas: First, members of the G20 

want to increase sustainable agricul-
tural production in developing countries 
through multilateral development 
banks and international agriculture 
research. Second, they plan to bol-
ster funding for major infrastructure 
projects like the construction of 
water, electricity and transport facili-
ties in developing countries. And 
third, the meeting discussed the role 
of such countries in international 
cooperation and how to best supp-
port them. 

The action plans of the ministerial 
meeting have been submitted to the 

heads of state and will be discussed at the Cannes 
summit scheduled for November 3-4, 2011.

In addition to ousting a tyrannical regime, the con-
flict in Libya may have inaugurated a new era in 
Franco-American military 
relations. 

The French newspaper 
Le Figaro and the New 
York Times both ran sto-
ries in August discussing 
a possible shift in NATO 
power dynamics in the 
direction of more respect 
and strength for France.  
Dan Hamilton, Executive 
Director of the Center for 
Transatlantic Relations at 
the Johns Hopkins School 
for Advanced Internation-
al Studies, also noted the 
important role of France in 
the collective Western decision to assist in the fight 
against [Col. Muammar] Qaddafi. “French leader-

ship was critical to garnering both support in the 
UN Security Council and among NATO allies for 

an intervention that saved 
countless Libyans who 
would have certainly been 
massacred by Qaddafi forc-
es, and for turning the tide 
for the Libyan rebels,” he 
observed. 

France’s contributions to 
the war have been the sec-
ond largest overall, behind 
the U.S. French aircraft 
conducted the first NATO 
raids against Qaddafi’s 
forces, and French forces 
have flown the majority 
of NATO airstrikes, along 
with the United Kingdom. 

French planes have flown approximately 4,500 
missions since the Libyan conflict began.

Experts See Positive Development in Libya Cooperation

The founders of The French Will Never Forget  
pose for a picture during their 9/11 event.

© laurence lemaire

Development on the Docket: G20 Ministers Meet in D.C.

© pline (Creative Commons)

France's Charles de Gaulle was 
active off the Libyan coast.

© ministère de la défense



4  NEws From FraNCE

[ In Depth ]

La Rentrée Scolaire

La Rentrée Littéraire 
Autumn in France heralds a unique outpouring of literary creativity known as la rentrée littéraire. 
From late August until early November, hundreds of emerging and established authors release their 
latest work. 

The releases are often accompanied by extravagant promotional campaigns as authors vie for the 
admiration of the public and the consideration of literary prize committees, many of which make their 
nominations during this period. September 2011, the height of this year’s literary season, saw the 
release of 654 new books ranging from wild science fiction to contemplative novels. 

Highlights of the season reflect this diversity. Les Bois de Sawgamet, a trans-generational adven-
ture story, unfolds in the North American woodlands. Les Savants is a lyrical portrayal of ambitious 
modern India hampered by the ancient caste system. Des Vies d'Oiseaux tells the mysterious tale 
of a wealthy couple returning home from holiday to find that someone else has taken up residence 
in their house. 

This fall’s literary season will also be the most technologically savvy rentrée to date, with the addi-
tion of e-books and a complementary website celebrating Une autre rentrée littéraire with a catalogue 
of new online books, along with interviews with authors and other multimedia. 

Another school year in France began on September 5, and the rentrée scolaire brought a num-
ber of comprehensive reforms to the country's secondary education system. 

The main goal of the changes is to enhance the skills of students at all levels, which will 
have particularly important ramifications for high school students. They will benefit from new 
programs for mastering the French language, and practice of a foreign language through self-
reliance and personal motivation. 

Internships are encouraged as students begin to specialize and prepare for university-level 
work. Personalized assistance, not limited to high-schoolers, is provided at all levels as the 
education system emphasizes a personalized path for each student. 

Overall, the French education reforms affect 12 million students. Among them are 13,000 
disabled students supported by two thousand qualified assistants, giving them an equal oppor-
tunity to learn. The Ministry of Education also is offering between 284 and 311 euros in aid 
for students from low-income families, a slight increase from last year. 

Politics Domestic and International... 
Along with the back-to-school season, this fall also ushers in la rentrée politique, as public officials 
return to work after the summer recess. This period of increased political activity has already begun 
with the September 25 election for 125 of the 348 total seats in the Senate of France. President 
Nicolas Sarkozy has also been busy, presenting the new budget domestically, and conducting a 
number of official visits abroad. On September 22, Sarkozy went to New York City to address the 
UN on nuclear energy and the need for a global skills development center to educate countries 
about safe nuclear technology. The political season also took on a global dimension when Minister 

of Economy, Finance and Industry Fran-
çois Baroin and Minister for Cooperation 
Henri de Raincourt held the G20 ministerial 
meeting on development in Washington. At 
the meeting they discussed “innovative fi-
nancing,” a new method of taxing financial 
markets to sustain developing countries. 

...With a Presidential Visit to the Statue of Liberty
While in New York, Sarkozy also met with Mayor Michael Bloomberg to celebrate the 125-
year anniversary of the Statue of Liberty. Speaking to a crowd of officials on Liberty Island 
with the Statue rising behind him, Sarkozy discussed the greater meaning of the celebrated 
landmark. 

“It is not simply a statue," he stated. "It is a notion, an idea, an emblem. It is for all the 
people of the world.” 

La Rentrée : Back to School, Books and Politics 

La Rentrée des Affaires Politiques

Each fall, French bookstores offer 
readers the latest in literature. 

Reforms are enhancing education for 
millions of French students.

President Sarkozy visited the Statue of 
Liberty with Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

© national Cancer Institute

© public domain
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A view of the French Senate chamber.

© ohio Citizen Action
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Southern France Promotes Solar Power
The famously idyllic sun on the French Côte d’Azur is 
not just for tanning anymore. French power company 
Akuo recently purchased 75,000 solar panels from 
California manufacturer SunPower to promote renew-
able energy in southern France. Akuo is a private firm 
that develops power plants run from renewable resourc-
es such as wind, water and biomass as well as solar 
power. 

The SunPower panels, which Akuo Energy COO 
Brice Yharrassarry said were selected for their extreme-
ly high efficiency, will be used in two Southern French 
power plants. Yharrassarry noted that though there will 
be little “direct impact” on the local community due to 
the remote location of the panels, the community will 
benefit from the local taxes levied on the installations. 

Though the company works mainly in France, Akuo also pursues projects internationally.  Yharrassarry 
stressed his outfit’s intention to promote sustainable power abroad, especially in the United States. “We intend 
to continue our development worldwide and in particular in the U.S. with the same philosophy, producing green 
energy using [the] best available technologies while taking great care" of the environment, he stated. 

The sun isn’t just for tanning anymore on 
the southern coast of France.

high-SPeed 
rAil CelebrATeS 30 
yeArS, lAuNCheS New liNe

To celebrate 30 years of 
French leadership in high-
speed rail innovation, 
President Sarkozy inaugurat-
ed a new line through eastern 
central France on September 
8. The service, operated by 
the SNCF (Société Nationale 
des Chemins de Fer fran-
çais), runs between the Rhin 
and Rhône region. The event 
also signifies France's con-
tinued commitment to cut-
ting-edge sustainable devel-
opment, mobility and inter-
connectedness among citi-
zens of France and Europe 
more broadly.

Through 
“zAPAS,” greeNer 
driviNg iN frANCe'S CiTieS
In an eco-friendly effort, eight 
major French cities are limit-
ing the use of less fuel-effi-
cient vehicles on their road-
ways. The experiment is 
entitled “ZAPAS,” which 
translates to “priority areas 
for air.” Aix-en-Provence, 
Bordeaux, Clermont-Ferrand, 
Grenoble, Lyon,  Nice, Paris 
and Saint-Denis are all seek-
ing to enhance France’s air 
quality through new regula-
tions that will debut in 2012 
in areas with over 100,000 
inhabitants. ZAPAS will help 
French cities in their push to 
create healthier transporta-
tion and environment through 
the elimination of over-pollut-
ing older vehicles. The mea-
sure will also reduce road 
traffic in France's largest 
metropolitan areas, a growing  
problem addressed by 
France's focus on green ini-
tiatives at home and abroad 
(see p. 8).

French Astronaut Among Participants in Mars Simulation
Selected by the European Space Agency (ESA), French astronaut Romain 
Charles is a member of the team currently completing the "Mars-500" ex-
periment organized by the Institute of Biomedical Problems (IBMP), a divi-
sion within Russia's public operations for science.  The experiment simulates 
a 520-day mission to Mars. 

The six-man crew consists of one Frenchman, three Russians, one Chi-
nese and one Italian-Colombian. The experiment started in June of 2010, 
and will conclude this November.

The Russian Academy of Sciences in Moscow is hosting the experiment, 
which aims to investigate the psychological effects of confinement and the 
possible behavioral change associated with it. The health conditions of the 
crew members are monitored to prevent medical problems. 

The facility consists of different modules, each with its own functions. One 
of the main modules for the study is the living space of the crew, which in-
cludes their bedrooms, a kitchen, a game room and the control room. 

In order to fully simulate the environment on Mars, the facility also in-
cludes a module with no oxygen and a constant temperature of -60 degrees 
Celsius (-76 degrees Fahrenheit).

Romain Charles is completing 
a 17-month Mars simulation.

“Are you good at video games? 
Try real life,” challenges  a 
promo for  Paris-based tech 
company Parrot. The compa-
ny’s latest innovation, a hover-
craft known as the AR. Drone, 
blurs the border between the 
real world and the virtual world 
of games using “augmented 
reality” technology. Gamers 
can remotely pilot the colorful, 
two-foot quadricopters using a 
smartphone, while two built-in 
cameras use a wi-fi transmitter 
to send aerial views back to the gamer’s phone, with 
added graphics depicting missiles, obstacle courses 
and other additions to the video feed. Two or more 
players can also face off in a special game called AR. 
Flying Ace. 

The device, which retails at $299.99, has been a 

top seller for the Brook-
stone chain. It is equipped 
to fly both indoors and out, 
with special equipment to 
protect it during “wild” in-
ter-drone battles, accord-
ing to the Parrot website. 

In addition to rec-
reational use, the AR. 
Drone has been recently 
put to work testing mo-
tion-tracking software for 
a startup that constructs 
lunar explorers, according 

to Bloomberg Businessweek. 
Parrot’s founder and CEO, Henri Seydoux, is known 

for his work ethic and sharp business sense, but also for 
his connection to his employees and products. Seydoux  
was recently photographed relaxing in his office, phone 
in hand, as an AR. Drone zoomed around him.  

Controlled by smartphone, the AR. Drone 
can fly outdoors and battle other copters.

©  opticks3 via Flickr
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Tech Innovator Builds Battling Quadricopters for Kids

© public domain
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[ society]
“Heritage Days” Open Doors Throughout France 
On September 17 and 18 over 12 million people across 
France participated in the 28th year of European 
“Heritage Days.” Known in France as Les Journées du 
Patrimoine, the EHD was launched in 1984 by the 
French Ministry of Culture in order to give citizens 
access to areas of cultural importance not usually open 
to the public. Since 1991, the Council of Europe and 
the European Commission have expanded the festival 
throughout Europe to commemorate European heri-
tage. Every year, the celebration takes place in the third 
week of September.  France’s participating sites 
included the Elysée Palace, the French president’s 
residence, the Senate and the National Assembly. 
Crowds surrounded the head of state’s home, where 
President Sarkozy and First Lady Carla Bruni-Sarkozy 
greeted visitors with waves and handshakes.

Visitors enjoyed a free visit to the "Hall of 
Mirrors" at the Versailles Palace.

freNCh CiNemA 
bloSSomS AT u.S. CollegeS
This October, 40 American uni-
versities will be selected to par-
ticipate in the Tournées Festival, 
which features contemporary 
French film ranging from come-
dies and documentaries to ani-
mation. With the help of the New 
York-based French American 
Cultural Exchange (FACE), stu-
dents at numerous colleges 
across the United States are now 
getting the chance to immerse 
themselves in French culture

In collaboration with the 
Cultural Service of the French 
Embassy, FACE, which provides 
$200,000 in grants annually, has 
thus far distributed funds to more 
than 350 universities. The pro-
gram, sponsored in part by the 
National Center of Cinemato-
graphy in France, aims to help 
schools start their own French 
film festivals.

As of this summer, FACE part-
nered with a number of U.S. 
schools, including Elon University, 
Boston University, Champlain 
College and Vanderbilt University, 
to promote French cinema. The 
Tournées festival currently oper-
ates in 36 states.

NANCy hoSTS iNTerNATioNAl 
CoNfereNCe oN Coué meThod
The northeasternFrench city of 
Nancy hosted a September con-
ference dedicated to reviving 
the use of the Coué Method. 
Named after French psycholo-
gist Emile Coué, the healing 
technique is considered founda-
tional to modern psychology but 
has recently fallen into disuse 
among many practitioners. 
“Couéistes” from Switzerland, 
Germany, Austria and France 
organized the three-day forum, 
gathering September 2 through 
4 to discuss and re-adopt the 
doctor’s groundbreaking work. 
The method was introduced in 
Coué’s 1922 book, Self-Mastery 
Through Conscious Auto-
suggestion, which emphasizes 
the power of imagination. Coué 
believed that human imagina-
tion, in the form of repeated 
positive thinking, has the ability 
to modify unconscious thoughts 
and turn ideas into reality. His 
most famous saying, “Every 
day, in every way, I’m getting 
better and better,” sums up 
Coué's connection between 
thinking positively and living 
stress-free.

Ex-Legionnaires Rally Around Provence Vineyard
The renowned Légion Etrangère, or the French Foreign 
Legion, enjoys a fabled history of military service around 
the world. Lesser known is the elite service's connection 
to wine production: Since 1954, former Legionnaires 
needing a place to stay and a job to do have gone to 
the Foreign Legion Invalids' Home in the village of 
Puyloubier, Provence.

At the "Domain of Captain d'Anjou" — named after 
the corps' 19th-century figurehead — veterans can 

come to live, labor and carry on the tradition of wine-
making, which for many of them constitutes a new start 
after military service.

The center produces three basic forms of wine, each 
of which boasts France's famous AOC (in translation, 
the "Protected Designation of Origin") seal of excel-
lence. The "Classique," a Côtes-de-Provence red, 
offers a delicious drink of quality. The "Terroir" is a 
Côtes-de-Provence like the red, but as a rosé it offers 
a lighter and more upscale alternative. The Legionnaire's 
finest product is fittingly called "Esprit de Corps," avail-
able both in red and white.

As a living center, the Provence site welcomes all 
former Legionnaires, most of whom are no strangers to 
difficult situations, both on and off the battlefield. 
Common experiences among many pensioners include 
limited socio-economic means and strained circum-
stances following their retirement from the service. The 
vineyard provides an opportunity to ex-soldiers for sta-
ble work among like-minded colleagues. Committed to 
strong principles, the Legionnaires practice fair-trade, 
eco-friendly farming, as well as the solidarity espoused 
in their famous credo: "Legionnaires never abandon 
their own, neither in combat nor in life."

Legionnaires have been active alongside 
American forces, including in Afghanistan.

© Versailles office of tourism

“Self-transcendence, a 
good cause and wine: 
things that leave no one 
indifferent,” reads the 
motto of a very unique 
group of athletes in this 
year’s New York Mara-
thon. 

The Bordeaux Grands 
Crus Runners, with rep-
resentatives from 15 top 
French wine estates, 
will join approximately 

45,000 other marathoners from 
around the globe in the race 
later this fall. 

The team has taken advan-
tage of their visit to draw Ameri-
can attention to the celebrated 
culture of French wine as well 
as a humanitarian cause: they 
will be offering samples and 
auctioning off their signature 
wines to benefit Lysistrata, an 
organization that combats vio-
lence against women.

Bordeaux's Wine Growers to Run Marathon for Cause

These vineyard representatives will run 
to oppose violence against women.

© marie-louise schyler



verSAilleS uNder 
New mANAgemeNT
This fall there will be a new fig-
ure directing Versailles, France’s 
most celebrated chateau. 
Catherine Pégard, a presidential 
advisor and longtime journalist, 
will take over management of 
the 700-room palace where 
such iconic figures as King 
Louis XVI and Marie Antoinette 
once lived in unprecedented 
luxury.

Pégard, 57, spent much of 
her career writing for French 
weekly magazine Le Point and 
since 2008 has worked as a 
counselor under President 
Sarkozy. As head of the cha-
teau, now a popular museum 
and tourist attraction, Pégard 
will manage a budget of about 
100 million euros and provide 
administrative leadership. In 
october she will take over from 
former Minister of Culture and 
Communication Jean-Jacques 
Alliagon, who has overseen the 
facility since 2007. 

Eighteen miles southwest of 
downtown Paris, the estate was 
the seat of the royal French 
government between 1682 and 
1789. Today it features a history 
museum chronicling the lives–
and deaths–of the royals who 
lived there. 

freNCh youTh 
STAr iN 9/11 PlAy
Thanks to director Arnaud 
Meunier, a group of underprivi-
leged youth from Seine-Saint-
Denis are finding a voice following 
the events of September 11, 2001. 
This year as the world reflects on 
the 10-year anniversary of the 
attacks, Meunier’s interpretation of 
Michel Vinaver’s play The 11th of 
September will signal a catharsis 
for this array of multi-ethnic, inner 
city students. Fast-paced and 
sewn together by little more than 
the theme of September 11, the 
play combines a number of differ-
ent quotes, speeches, articles and 
eye-witness accounts. The 
vignettes also provide a unique 
starting point for the youthful cast 
to discuss and express their feel-
ings about how the event affected 
the world and their identities. The 
experience and dynamic process 
of creating the play will be put into 
a documentary covering the 12 
months they worked on the pro-
duction. It is slated to debut at the 
end of 2011.
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[Cultural Highlights ]   les  coups d’o ei l

A French joke goes, “What’s dirty, 
smells bad and hasn’t been taken out in 
a week?” The answer is Serge 
Gainsbourg, the scruffy Parisian musi-
cian and icon honored in a tribute con-
cert August 28 at the Hollywood Bowl. 
One of France’s most celebrated cul-
tural figures, he once recorded a reggae 
version of the French national anthem 
and created a provocative and public 
alter-ego, “Gainsbarre.”

 A national sensation since the 
1960s, Serge Gainsbourg is as famous 
as he is unclassifiable. Performing jazz, 
pop, funk, reggae and electronica with-
in his lifetime, Gainsbourg’s music and 
audacious lyrics were an inspiration to 

generations of musicians, in France and 
worldwide. Artists paying tribute to him 
at the event included John Lennon’s 
son Sean, Russian-American song-
stress Zola Jesus, Gainsbourg’s son 
Lulu and American indie-rocker Beck, 
who also produced the event. 

Besides singing such famous hits as 
“Je t’aime moi non plus” and “The 
History of Melody Nelson” in imitations 
of Gainsbourg’s distinctive grainy voice, 
the musicians also tried to pay homage 
to his many faces. Notable on-stage 
performances included Beck’s snappy 
rendition of Gainsbourg’s audacious 
“Les Sucettes,” the 1966 smash he 
wrote for teen sensation France Gall. 

Hollywood Pays Tribute to Serge Gainsbourg, Pop Icon

Possessing uncanny 
charm, Gainsbourg once 

dated Brigitte Bardot.

Cinephiles around the world mourned the death of visionary Franco-
Chilean filmmaker Raoul Ruiz at 70 in Paris on August 19. The 
French capital had been his adopted home since he fled the regime 
of Augusto Pinochet in Chile 38 years before.  The director of over 
100 films in French, Spanish and English, Ruiz cited influences as 
diverse as Parisian Surrealism, British Modernist literature and 
Chilean paperback dramas. 

He began writing plays as a teenager and rose to international 
renown with his striking film adaptations of literary classics like 
Marcel Proust’s Time Regained. Despite deteriorating health, Ruiz 
continued directing until several weeks before his death. He told the 
New York Times in July that his diagnosis with liver cancer only 
made him more determined to keep working. “I was in the hospital 
for three months, and I came out wanting to make movies,” he said 
at the time. His latest film, La Noche de enfrente, was still in post-
production when he died of a lung infection.

French politicians and culture buffs remembered the creativity and 
skill of the quietly passionate artist who had made their country his 
home. President Nicolas Sarkozy lauded Ruiz’s “immense erudition 
and infinite curiosity,” calling him a “worthy son of the Enlightenment.”  

Paris Remembers Filmmaker and Adopted Son

Over a 48-year career based in 
France, Raoul Ruiz directed 113 films.  

© entrevista

© public domain

Reims Cathedral Fêtes 800 Years with Lightshow, Events
The year 2011 marks the 800th anniversary of the internationally renowned 
Reims Cathedral, located in the Champagne region in the town of the same 
name. Now through October 23, Reims will host a multitude of cultural events 
related to the structure, which has recently undergone three years of intensive 
renovation as part of a larger project, Reims 2020, launched by the local 
government.

The main attraction of the events program is undoubtedly the lightshow 
Rêve de Couleurs ("The Dream of Colors") by the artist Skertzo, which mixes 
Gothic aesthetics with cutting-edge technology by accentuating the edifice's 
stone and glass features through high-definition lighting. 

Historically, Reims Cathedral is known as the site of numerous important 
ceremonies during the Middle Ages, including the baptism of Clovis, and the 

coronation place of no less than 25 kings of France. Its construction period spanned four centuries, beginning 
in 1211 and ultimately completed in 1516. The cathedral also features some of the finest Gothic architecture 
still in existence, not to mention the famous Smiling Angel¸ a cherub statue in the entrance façade whose 
stone turns to the color of ocher when lit by the setting sun.
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Reims Cathedral lights up 
for its 800th birthday.
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[France in america]

The Embassy of France in the United States is on track 
to sustainability thanks to its new Green Embassy project 
(Ambassade Verte). Its first objective is to modify areas 

of transport and reduce waste throughout the compound. 
By 2015 the Embassy of France hopes to have improved 
energy efficiency by 40 percent. The embassy has also 
begun an ambitious project to renovate the entire build-
ing. To date, a new air conditioning unit, heating unit and 
carbon-free electricity have been installed. Among the 
numerous other projects created by Ambassade Verte 
are an electric bicycle rental scheme, recycling improve-
ments and a newly planted aromatic garden (jardin 
d’herbes aromatiques). Thanks to the labor of a few 
embassy employees and help from the local Love & 
Carrots gardening business, the newly constructed aro-
matic garden offers to staff free herbs from four regions: 
India, Italy, South America and Thailand. 

The Embassy's garden marks another small step  
toward a more environmentally friendly facility and 
greener grounds management.

Embassy Goes “Vert” with Aromatic Herb Garden

 © French Embassy in the U.S.

French Embassy employees and gardeners 
from Love & Carrots build the aromatic garden.
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