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Taxation of French pensions paid to a resident of Canada 

This document applies to you if you are a resident of Canada and you receive French pensions. 
This information is for guidance only and does not replace the official documentation of the 
French tax administration. 

Where will my pension be taxed? 

Article XVIII of the French-Canadian tax treaty states that, in principle, French 
pensions are only taxable in France when they are received by a resident of 
Canada, regardless of their citizenship. 

 

How will my French pension be taxed in France? 

When they are taxable in France, pensions paid to a resident of Canada are 
subject to a withholding tax. The rate of this withholding tax depends on the 
amount of the pension received. The thresholds of this withholding tax rate 
are provided each year in an order from the French Minister of Economy and 
Finance. 

To establish the tax rate that applies to your pension, you need to add all the French pensions 
received by your household. Then deduct the 10 % deduction provided by article 158 of the 
French tax code. 

The withholding rates are as follow for 2015: 

Bracket subject to withholding 

Rate 
Income 2015 

(Year) 
Income 2015 
(Trimester) 

Income 2015 
(Month) 

Income 2015 
(Week) 

Income 2015 
(Day) 

0 % 
Under  

14,431 € 
Under 3,608 € 

Under  
1,203 € 

Under 278 € Under 46 € 

12 % 
Between 

14,431 and  
41,867 € 

Between  
3,608 and  
10,467 € 

Between  
1,203 and  

3,489 € 

Between 278 
and 805 € 

Between 46 
and 134 € 

20 % 
Above  

41,867 € 
Above  

10,467 € 
Above 3,489 € Above 805 € Above 134 € 

The withholding tax rate of 12 % is independent from the income tax. Pensions subject to this 
withholding tax do not have to be taken into account for the calculation of French income tax. 
However, this income must be reported on the annual tax return as well as the amount of tax 
withheld.  

The fraction of the pensions received that exceeds € 41,867 (for 2015 income) must be taken 
into account for the calculation of French income tax. In return, the withholding tax rate of 
20 % applied on these pensions can be deducted from the amount of income tax. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiTjO-nvpvMAhXJuB4KHWx_DmUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.les-mairies-de-france.fr/&psig=AFQjCNEJjCTtVbjF8k2AvpZI_qbVTr1Ddw&ust=1461182263664116
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What French pension funds withhold taxes? 

Pensions for which a withholding tax is applied are the French social 
security pensions (Note that pensions from mandatory additional 
pension plans are deemed to be social security plans.) 

Are deemed social security pensions, pensions that have a 
mandatory nature in regards to French law, that is to say: 

a) The basic social security plans (« régimes de base de la sécurité 
sociale »): 
- The general social security plan (« régime général de la sécurité sociale ») ; 
- Special social security plans (« régimes spéciaux de la sécurité sociale »); 
- Agricultural social insurance plans (« régime des assurances sociales agricoles »). 

b) Mandatory additional plans (“régimes complémentaires à caractère obligatoire »): 
- The plan for salaried executive (AGIRC) (“régime des salariés cadres”); 
- The plans for non-executive (ARRCO) (“régimes des non cadres“); 
- The plan for self-employed professions (“régime des professions non salariées”). 

c) The insurance fund for French citizens living abroad (voluntary insurance scheme) (“caisse 
des français de l'étranger”). 

d) Additional plans as part of the company or the branch to which the employee is obliged 
to take. 
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Must I file an income tax return in France? 

 

 

 

 

 

I am required to file an income tax return in France, but I didn’t received the pre-filled tax 
form from the French tax administration… 

… which tax form must I file? 

If you receive pensions from several pension funds, regardless of the 
amount of the pensions, or are taxed at 12 % or 20 %, you must file an 
income tax return (form 2042) and its schedule (form 2041-E) which will 
include your name, the name and address of the pension fund, the type 
of income received, the period of time during which you received your 
pension, the amounts received and the tax withheld by the pension 

fund. These forms will allow the French tax authorities to establish the taxes actually owed. 

 

A withholding tax at a rate of 0 % 

was applied on my French 

pension.  

The pension I received from 

France comes from one French 

pension fund only. 

I do not have any other income 

that should be taxed in France in 

regards to the French-Canadian 

tax treaty. 

I do not have to file an income 

tax return with the French tax 

administration. 

Yes 

Yes No 

No 

No 

Yes 

I must file an income tax return 

(tax form 2042 and its schedule 

2041-E) with the French tax 

admnistration. 

Figure 1: Filing requirements in France. 
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…where can I find the tax forms? 

All tax forms established by the French tax administration (« Direction 
générale des Finances publiques ») are available for download on the following 
webpage DGFiP_Recherche_de_formulaires : you just need to fill in the year 
“année” (example « 2016 » to report income received in 2015) and the tax 
form number “numéro d’imprimé” (example « 2042 » for the classic income 
tax return) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

… how to fill in tax form 2042? 

Pages 1 and 2 should be completed with your name, address, date and place of birth etc. and 
with your marital status (married, divorced, single etc.). Do not forget to date and sign the first 
page. 

If your pensions were subject to a 20 % withholding, you should fill lines 1AJ to 1DJ of the tax 
form 2042 with the entire amount of the pension (without deduction of the withholding tax). 
In some cases (see below), the total amount of tax withheld should be reported on line 8TA 
of tax form 2042. 

Case # 1: You received a pension that was subject to withholding taxes for a full year: 

– If the pension you received is below the highest bracket: you have nothing to report on line 
8TA of the French tax form 2042. 

– If the pension you received is equal or higher than the highest bracket: the entire amount of 
the tax that was withheld should be reported to line 8TA of the French tax form 2042. 

Case #2: You received a pension that was subject to withholding taxes for less than a year: 

Refer to the table providing the brackets subject to withholding in order to establish the tax 
bracket of income subject to withholding tax. 

- If your pensions are in the middle or lowest bracket end: You have nothing to report on line 
8TA of the French tax form 2042. 

- If your pensions are in the top bracket: the entire amount of the tax that was withheld should 
be reported to line 8TA of the French tax form 2042. 

Figure 2 : Printscreen of the search engine of the site www.impots.gouv.fr 

http://www.impots.gouv.fr/portal/dgi/public/rechf?pageId=rch_formu&sfid=05&action=criteriaImprime
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Figure 3: Lines 1AJ to 1DJ of page 3 of the French tax return 2042. 

 
Figure 4 : Line 8TA of page 4 of the French tax return 2042. 

… how to fill in tax form 2041-E ? 

Tax form 2041-E made up of several pages of instructions with a table on the last page. This 
table must be completed and attached to the main return (2042 form). 

For each person of the household that received a French pension: 
Column 1: last name and first name. 
Column 2: name and address of the pension fund. 
Column 3: check the « pensions » box. 
Column 4: amount of time you received the pension for during the year. 
Column 5: amount of pension received (this amount should have been provided to you by 
your pension fund). 
Column 6 doesn’t apply. 
Column 7: calculate 10 % of the amount mentioned in column 5 (tax deduction that applies to 
pensions). 
Column 8: net pension (amount in column 5 minus the amount of column 7). 
Column 9: amount of tax withheld by the pension fund (this amount should have been 
provided to you by your pension fund). 
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… where can I find the amount of pension I should report and the amount of tax that was 
withheld? 

Pension funds are required to provide a statement showing the amounts 
paid and the tax withheld. Before 2016, a “paper” version of these 
statements were sent out to every retiree at the beginning of each 
calendar year. Since 2016, pensioners must log into their personal 
account on the site of their pension fund to download this statement. 

Note that each year to simplify procedures, the taxable amounts of your basic and additional 
pensions are as a rule pre-filled on your tax return. 

However, it is possible that technical difficulties did not allow to identify you. In this case, your 
tax return will then not be pre-filled and you should refer to the statement made available to 
you by your pension fund that bears your taxable amount. 

… where should I send my income tax returns? 

As a non-resident of France, your tax returns should be sent, before the legal filing deadline, 
to the following address: 

Service des impôts des particuliers non-résidents (SIPNR) 
10 rue du Centre 
TSA 10010 
93465 NOISY-LE-GRAND CEDEX 
FRANCE 

… what is the legal  filing deadline? 

The filing deadline for the 2016 French income tax returns (income received in 
2015) for residents of North America is May 18th 2016 (if you are filing a paper 
income tax return) or June 7th 2015 (if you are filing an income tax return 
online). 
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… can I file online? 

You can file your French income tax return online if you have your three logins 
(or if you already have an online account): 

 Numéro fiscal : this 13-digit identification number can be found on the top of 
the 1st page of your pre-filled tax return or on the top of the first page of your last “avis 
d’imposition” (tax notice). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Numéro de télé-déclarant : this 7-digit number can be found on the top of the 1st page of 
your pre-filled tax return. 

 
Figure 7 : numéro de télé-déclarant on the tax return. 

 Revenu fiscal de référence : this amount can be found on the top of the first page of your 
last “avis d’imposition” (tax notice). 

 
Figure 8 : revenu fiscal de référence on the income tax notice. 

To create your online account, you need to type those 3 logins and follow the instructions 
mentioned on this webpage: Mon compte fiscal en ligne 

Taxpayers that have an Internet connection and a "revenu fiscal de référence" (reference 
taxable income) higher than 40,000 € for 2014 are required to file their French income tax 

Figure 5 : numéro fiscal on the income 
tax return. 

Figure 6 : numéro fiscal on the income tax 
notice. 

https://cfspart.impots.gouv.fr/LoginMDP?op=c&url=aHR0cHM6Ly9jZnNwYXJ0LmltcG90cy5nb3V2LmZyL3BvcnRhbC9kZ2kvcHVibGljL3BlcnNvP3BhZ2VJZD1wbmEycGFyJnNmaWQ9MzA
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return online. The 40,000 € threshold will be brought down each year so that by 2019, every 
taxpayer will have to file their French tax return online. 

I want to know more… 

For more information, please visit the following webpages: 

In French: 

BOFiP_RAS_Pensions_NR  
Article_158_du_CGI  
Article_182_A_du_CGI  
Convention_France-Canada  
FAQ_Pensions_Canada 
Principales_dispositions_convention_France-Canada  
DGFiP - Pension française non-résident  
DGFiP_Dématérialisation_des_données_de_pension  
 

In English : 

FAQ_Canada_Pensions 
French-Canadian_tax_treaty 
Main_provisions_of_the_French-Canadian_tax_treaty 

http://bofip.impots.gouv.fr/bofip/1055-PGP
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCodeArticle.do?idArticle=LEGIARTI000030700823&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006069577&dateTexte=20150606&fastPos=2&fastReqId=1986811414&oldAction=rechCodeArticle
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichCodeArticle.do?idArticle=LEGIARTI000020051576&cidTexte=LEGITEXT000006069577&dateTexte=20090101&fastPos=1&fastReqId=577234176&oldAction=rechCodeArticle
http://fr.ambafrance-us.org/spip.php?article749
http://fr.ambafrance-us.org/spip.php?article6055
http://fr.ambafrance-us.org/spip.php?article748
http://www.impots.gouv.fr/portal/dgi/public/popup;jsessionid=YUWLIK5AG52CFQFIEIQCFFI?espId=1&typePage=cpr02&docOid=documentstandard_5994&temNvlPopUp=true
http://www.impots.gouv.fr/portal/dgi/public/popup;jsessionid=W4K21MVPLVEULQFIEIPSFFA?espId=1&typePage=cpr02&docOid=documentstandard_6939&temNvlPopUp=true
http://www.franceintheus.org/spip.php?article6173
http://www.franceintheus.org/IMG/pdf/french-canadian-tax-treaty-2.pdf
http://www.franceintheus.org/spip.php?article755

